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[Supplementary Information No A15.] 

Question: Ms R. Saffioti asked for information on the impact of the federal budget on seniors and concession 
card holders in Western Australia. 

Answer: 

The details of the impact on seniors and concession card holders as a result of the federal budget are as 
follows — 

In the 2014-15 Budget, the Commonwealth Government announced expenditure saving initiatives that included 
changes to pension and Commonwealth Seniors Health Card eligibility requirements (from 20 September 2017 
and 1 January 2015) and termination of the National Partnership Agreement on Certain Concessions for 
Pensioners Concession Card and Seniors Card Holders (from 1 July 2014). 

These changes are relevant to State concessions payable under the Rates and Charges (Rebates and Deferments) 
Act 1992 for local government rates, water service charges and emergency services levy charges, as entitlement 
is, in part, linked to the Commonwealth arrangements.  

A person who holds a pensioner concession card, or who holds a State seniors card and a Commonwealth 
Seniors Health Card, is entitled to a rebate of up to 50 per cent of the water service charge, local government 
rates and emergency service levy charges.   

A person who holds a State seniors card is entitled to a concession of up to 25 per cent in respect of water service 
charge costs, local government rates and emergency services levy up to an annual capped amount. 

In the case of local government rates and the emergency services levy, the entitlement to the concession is based 
on ownership and occupancy of the property and eligible concession card type held by the eligible person as at 1 
July of the rating year. 

For water service charges, eligibility is determined on a two-monthly basis by the Water Corporation, having 
regard to ownership and occupancy of the property and the eligible concession card type held by the eligible 
person at that time. 

In relation to local government rates and the emergency services levy, should a person lose entitlement to their 
eligible card type during the rating year, they retain their concession for that year.  However, they will not be 
eligible for the local government rates and the emergency services levy concession for the following rating year, 
as eligibility is checked on 1 July of each rating year. 

[Supplementary Information No A16.] 
Question: Ms R. Saffioti asked: Can the minister give me an understanding of the new signage policy that 
Building Management and Works is administering in relation to the Bigger Picture program? 

Answer: 
Advice as to the change, if any, to the policy regarding signage that Building Management and Works 
administers is as follows — 

• The policy is known as the Signage Guidelines Capital Works Policy and applies to the whole-of-
government. 

• The current signage policy was issued on 30 October 2013 via Premier’s Circular 2013/04, which 
replaced Premier’s Circular 2007/04 that was issued in 2007 and subsequently reviewed in 2009. 
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